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Supporters of secession outside the Catalan Parliament in Barcelona, Spain, on Friday as the region was declaring independence. 


In a New Iraq, 
Sunnis Assess 


Political Place 


By DAVID ZUCCHINO 


KARMAH, Iraq — After the Is- 
lamic State was finally driven 
from the central Iraqi city of 
Karmah last year, Sirhan Sallom 
returned to his home to find it de- 
molished. 

Mr. Sallom, 70, has since waited 
in vain for help. In Iraq’s deeply 
sectarian system, he doesn’t ex- 
pect much from the Shiite-domi- 
nated government in Baghdad. 
But he is angry that local and na- 
tional Sunni politicians haven’t 
come to the aid of his Sunni Mus- 
lim city either. 

“These politicians are Sunni — 
they are supposed to help us,” he 
said. “They’re useless.” 

Fourteen years after the Ameri- 
can invasion ended decades of 
Sunni dominance in Iraq, Iraq’s 
Sunni Arabs are struggling to re- 
claim relevance and influence. Af- 
ter they were ousted from govern- 
ment jobs and from the military by 
the post-Saddam Hussein govern- 
ment, their powerlessness and 
rage gave rise to Sunni militant 
movements like Al Qaeda in Iraq 
and the Islamic State. 

Now that those militants are be- 
ing driven from the Sunni heart- 
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Spain Acts to Crush Catalan Independence Drive 


By RAPHAEL MINDER 
and PATRICK KINGSLEY 


BARCELONA, Spain — Spain’s 
leader fired the government of the 
rebellious Catalonia region Fri- 
day, dissolved the regional parlia- 
ment and ordered new elections 
after Catalan lawmakers illegally 
declared an independent nation. 

The showdown escalated the 
biggest political crisis in decades 
to hit Spain, which is just emerg- 
ing from a prolonged economic 
malaise. Catalonia is a critical part 
of the economy in Spain, the fifth 
largest in Europe. 

“We never wanted to reach this 
situation, never,’ Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy said on television, 
announcing the emergency steps 
he was taking under the Constitu- 
tion to crush Catalan independ- 
ence. 

Mr. Rajoy’s move capped a fren- 
zied day of political maneuvering 
in Madrid, Spain’s capital, and 
Barcelona, the capital of Catalo- 
nia, where the long drive for inde- 
pendence — illegal under Spain’s 
Constitution — has now reached 
its fiercest level yet. 

Whether the separatist emotion 
behind the independence declara- 
tion will now grow or fade could 
depend on how aggressively the 
central authorities in Madrid en- 
force the takeover in coming days. 

As of Friday night it was un- 
clear whether separatist leaders 


Economy’s 3% Spurt Emboldens 
Tax Cut Supporters (and Critics) 


By NATALIE KITROEFF and JIM TANKERSLEY 


The United States economy is 
showing increased signs of resil- 
ience. 

The nation’s gross domestic 
product, a key indicator of eco- 
nomic strength, expanded at an 
annual rate of 3 percent in the 
third quarter, the Commerce De- 
partment reported on Friday. The 
expansion defied concerns that 
hurricanes in Texas and Florida 
would put a damper on output. 

Republicans called the report a 
sign that businesses were already 
spending more in anticipation of a 
corporate tax cut, and evidence 
that the economy could grow fast- 
er over the long term than cur- 
rently forecast. 

“If you look at the G.D.P. data, 
it’s clear that is a major reason,” 


the White House Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, asserted on Fri- 
day. 

Many economists, however, are 
reluctant to give Congress or the 
administration too much credit for 
the economy’s trajectory. 

“There hasn’t been anything 
concrete in terms of spending or 
tax cuts that we can point to that’s 
fueling the acceleration,” said 
Scott Anderson, chief economist 
at Bank of the West in San Fran- 
cisco. If anyone deserves credit 
for the good news, he said, it is the 
Federal Reserve chairwoman, 
Janet L. Yellen. 

The economy is experiencing 
its fastest growth spurt in two con- 
secutive quarters since 2014, after 
hitting 3.1 percent in the spring, a 


Prime Minister Orders 
Vote and Shuts Down 
Regional Congress 


— who hours earlier exulted at the 
independence declaration — 
would resist. The mood in the city 
of Barcelona was a mix of intense 
joy and subdued trepidation. 

“We believe it is urgent to listen 
to Catalan citizens, to all of them, 
so that they can decide their fu- 
ture and nobody can act outside 
the law on their behalf,” Mr. Rajoy 
said. 

The steps announced by Mr. Ra- 
joy mean Spain will take direct 
control over one of the country’s 
autonomous regions for the first 
time since Spain embraced de- 
mocracy under the 1978 Constitu- 
tion. 

At the end of what he called “a 


sad day” for Spaniards, Mr. Rajoy 
assured them that he had the 
means to end a secessionist threat 
that, he said, was based on “lies, 
frauds and impositions.” 

He removed the Catalan leader, 
Carles Puigdemont, and his cab- 
inet, as well the director general of 
the autonomous police force. He 
also ordered Catalonia’s repre- 
sentative offices overseas to close. 

In ordering the Catalan Parlia- 
ment to dissolve, Mr. Rajoy said 
new regional elections would be 
held Dec. 21. 

Pending the elections and for- 
mation of a new regional govern- 
ment, Mr. Rajoy said, Catalonia’s 
administration would be run from 
Madrid. 

Fueled by a distinct language 
and culture as well as economic 
grievances, aspirations for a sepa- 
rate state have percolated for gen- 
erations in Catalonia before boil- 
ing over this month. 

The events on Friday, coming in 
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Conservatives 
First to Finance 
File on Trump 


Website Retained Firm 
Clinton Later Used 


By KENNETH P. VOGEL 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — The Wash- 
ington Free Beacon, a conserva- 
tive website funded by a major Re- 
publican donor, first hired the re- 
search firm that months later 
produced for Democrats the sala- 
cious dossier describing ties be- 
tween Donald J. Trump and the 
Russian government, the website 
said on Friday. 

The Free Beacon, funded in 
large part by the New York hedge 
fund billionaire Paul Singer, hired 
the firm, Fusion GPS, in 2015 to un- 
earth damaging information 
about several Republican presi- 
dential candidates, including Mr. 
Trump. But The Free Beacon told 
the firm to stop doing research on 
Mr. Trump in May 2016, as Mr. 
Trump was clinching the Republi- 
can nomination. 

Hillary Clinton’s campaign and 
the Democratic National Commit- 
tee had begun paying Fusion GPS 
in April for research that eventu- 
ally became the basis for the 
dossier. 

The Free Beacon informed the 
House Intelligence Committee on 
Friday that it had retained the 
firm. That committee is one of a 
number of congressional commit- 
tees investigating Russian at- 
tempts to disrupt the 2016 election 
and whether there was any collu- 
sion with Mr. Trump’s associates. 

The role of the website answers 
one of the lingering mysteries be- 
hind the events leading up to the 
production of the dossier and its 
publication by BuzzFeed in Janu- 
ary. 

It has long been known that Fu- 
sion GPS was first hired by Re- 
publicans, but it was not known 
who was the source of the funding. 
This week, Mr. Trump and his al- 
lies seized on the fact that Demo- 
crats had paid the firm for the re- 
search as evidence that the 
dossier was part of a political 
smear campaign. 

Mr. Trump said on Wednesday 
that it was a “disgrace” that Dem- 
ocrats had funded the dossier, call- 
ing it “a very sad commentary on 
politics in this country.” 

At the heart of the story is Fu- 
sion GPS, a Washington-based re- 
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A KREMLIN LINK 
TO A MEMO TAKEN 
TO TRUMP TOWER 


A HINT OF COORDINATION 


Signs Russian Huddled 
With Official Before 


Seeing Americans 


By SHARON LaFRANIERE 
and ANDREW E. KRAMER 


Natalia V. Veselnitskaya ar- 
rived at a meeting at Trump 
Tower in June 2016 hoping to inter- 
est top Trump campaign officials 
in the contents of a memo she be- 
lieved contained information 
damaging to the Democratic 
Party and, by extension, Hillary 
Clinton. The material was the fruit 
of her research as a private law- 
yer, she has repeatedly said, and 
any suggestion that she was ac- 
ting at the Kremlin’s behest that 
day is anti-Russia “hysteria.” 

But interviews and records 
show that in the months before the 
meeting, Ms. Veselnitskaya had 
discussed the allegations with one 
of Russia’s most powerful officials, 
the prosecutor general, Yuri Y. 
Chaika. And the memo she 
brought with her closely followed 
a document that Mr. Chaika’s of- 
fice had given to an American con- 
gressman two months earlier, in- 
corporating some paragraphs 
verbatim. 

The coordination between the 
Trump Tower visitor and the Rus- 
sian prosecutor general under- 
cuts Ms. Veselnitskaya’s account 
that she was a purely independent 
actor when she sat down with 
Donald Trump Jr., Jared Kushner, 
the president’s son-in-law, and 
Paul J. Manafort, then the Trump 
campaign chairman. 

It also suggests that emails 
from an intermediary to the 
younger Mr. Trump promising 
that Ms. Veselnitskaya would ar- 
rive with information from Rus- 
sian prosecutors were rooted at 
least partly in fact — not mere 
“puffery,” as the president’s son 
later said. 

In the past week, Ms. Veselnit- 
skaya’s allegations — that major 
Democratic donors were guilty of 
financial fraud and tax evasion — 
have been embraced at the high- 
est levels of the Russian govern- 
ment. President Vladimir V. Putin 
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Maine Governor Blocked Medicaid Expansion. Now It’s on Ballot. 


By ABBY GOODNOUGH 


PORTLAND, Me. — Night after 
night, in the sharp autumn air, 
canvassers are knocking on doors 
across Maine in hopes of getting 
tens of thousands of poor adults 
insured through Medicaid. Gov. 
Paul LePage, a Republican, has 
five times vetoed expanding ac- 
cess to the program under the Af- 
fordable Care Act. Next month, 
voters here will be the first in the 
nation to decide the issue by refer- 
endum. 

But even in this liberal city, can- 
vassers have encountered resist- 
ance from some as they stood on 
creaky porches and leaf-strewn 
steps to argue, as Lily SanGio- 
vanni did the other night, that 
“health care is a human right.” 

“My only question is where is 
the money coming from?” asked 
Michael Bunker, 35, a gym owner 
who spent 10 minutes debating the 
issue on his doorstep with Ms. 
SanGiovanni, a volunteer with 
Mainers for Health Care, the lead 
pro-expansion group. “I agree ev- 
eryone should have free health 
care, it sounds great. But I can’t 
sign anything that’s just going to 
add to the federal debt.” 

The referendum on Nov. 7 rep- 
resents a new front in the pitched 
political battles over health care. 
Maine is one of 19 states whose Re- 
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Cokie Giles, left, and Cynthia Martinez-Edgar canvassing for Medicaid expansion in Bangor, Me. 


tures have refused to expand 
Medicaid under Obamacare, and 
the other holdouts — particularly 
Utah and Idaho, where newly 
formed committees are working 
to get a Medicaid expansion ques- 
tion on next year’s ballot — are 
closely watching the initiative, 
whose outcome may offer clues 


next year’s midterm congres- 
sional elections. 

After President Trump and Re- 
publicans in Congress spent much 
of the year trying to repeal the 
health law and cut spending on 
Medicaid, a half-century-old enti- 
tlement program that covers one 
in five Americans, the pro-expan- 


benefit from energized public sup- 
port for it. 

Turnout may be the biggest 
challenge for the advocacy groups 
leading the effort. There are no na- 
tional or statewide races here to 
drive people to the polls this year. 
And Mr. LePage’s stance on gov- 
ernment safety net programs ap- 
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Citizenship Applications Surge 
The Trump administration’s tough talk 
on immigration has led many people, 
like Yonis Bernal, to fear that green 
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cards may not protect them. 


3 Killings, Possibly One Killer 


Killings with no apparent connections 
have rattled a part of Tampa not known 
PAGE Al4 


for violent crime. 


nority in Myanmar. 


right hand of her father, a former prime 
minister. But corruption charges cloud 
her ascent. Saturday Profile. 


Hate Speech Fuels Divisions 
Facebook is at the center of a fierce 
information war that is contributing to 
the crisis involving the Rohingya mi- 
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to have been indicted. 


Charge in Police Rape Case 


At least one Brooklyn detective accused 
of raping a handcuffed teenager is said 
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Repaying $70,000 for Nothing 
Jed Shafer, a teacher in Oregon, thought 
for years that he was enrolled in a stu- 
dent loan forgiveness program. It turns 
out he wasn’t, Ron Lieber writes. PAGE B1 


Tiptoeing Into Saudi Arabia 

Questions remain about a conservative 
kingdom’s bold modern vision, depend- 
ent on foreign investors. 


and defeated the Dodgers, 5-3. PAGE D1 


New Investor for the Nets 

A founder of China’s e-commerce giant 
Alibaba Group is said to have agreed to 
buy a 49 percent stake. 
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Designer of Ominous Placard 


Robert W. Blakeley’s fallout shelter sign 
was a symbol of Cold War anxieties. 
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EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19 
Gail Collins 
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